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Introduction
The purpose of this handbook is to set out the information about Test Model
Environments (TMEs) required by their users to ensure they gain the maximum
benefit from the facilities provided.

Future Schooling in Knowsley
Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council has set down its strategy for transforming
education through the Futures Schooling Programme. This includes:
•

Transforming secondary education across the borough, improving standards
and promoting achievement for all;

•

Delivering higher standards of education across Knowsley;

•

Continuing to drive system-wide reform;

•

Building on the existing strengths of our schools through support to
developing and furthering specialisms; promoting partnership, collaboration
and federative approaches;

•

Providing appropriate, viable, stable and sustainable learning environments
that support teachers and learners;

•

Creating flexible and sustainable learning environments for the 21st century;

•

Promoting, developing and supporting all schools to offer extended and/or
co-located provision, including health and social service provision, placing
schools at the heart of the community and lifelong learning;

•

Ensuring an inclusive approach to education.

For further information visit the Future Schooling in Knowsley website at:
www.knowsley.gov.uk/education/future_schooling/
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Centres for Learning in Knowsley
The following new Centres for Learning are being built across the borough in order to
provide opportunities to all Knowsley residents in state of the art environments:

NB: With the exception of Christ the King and Kirkby Sports College – all other names are working titles.
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Test Model Environments
The concept of developing TMEs was devised as a means of familiarising teachers and
students for the new learning spaces, before the new Centres for Learning are
completed. TMEs have been created by refurbishing the upper floors of the current City
Learning Centres in Huyton, Kirkby and Whiston.
Knowsley City Learning Centres are an integral part of Knowsley's ICT strategy which is
at the heart of an innovative approach to transforming education and raising standards.
The three CLCs – based in Huyton, Kirkby and Whiston – have worked with a number of
partners, including Becta, to become centres of excellence for the use of ICT in teaching
and learning. Many teachers in Knowsley will already be familiar with the range of
excellent facilities on offer and feedback confirms that Knowsley CLCs are inspirational
learning environments supported by a knowledgeable and committed team. The CLC
mission statement is “Changing the Way We Learn”. It was this in mind that they were
chosen to be the base for the TMEs.
Each TME has a range of features that will be found in the Home Base that Years 7 and 8
will be using in their new Centre for Learning. This will enable teachers and learners to
try out new ways of working in “real time” with hands-on support. The TMEs are not
intended to be an exact replica of the homebases – they are a representation of the style,
functionality and features that will be available.
Users will be supported in adopting new approaches to teaching and learning including
flexible use of space and furnishing, and new technologies.
This provides an excellent opportunity for users to test out new ways of working in
preparation for the new Centres for Learning in a supported environment. To maximise
benefits from the TMEs key activities have been identified.
•
•
•
•

Active approach to teaching for learning
Creative use of space
Use of diverse technologies
Use of the Knowsley Learning Environment in combination with the above three
criteria

These key activities will provide experiences which will be included in an evaluation
process. There will be an opportunity for colleagues to upload their lesson plans onto the
Knowsley Learning Environment so that resources can be shared across the Borough.
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Evaluation
To fully appraise the TME it is necessary to gain feedback from users and this information
will be shared with the Knowsley Future Schools Programme. Therefore, it is important
that users engage with the evaluation process which will include consideration of activity,
environment, furnishings and technology. We ask that all users allocate time in their
session for the evaluation process.

Photographs and Filming
Photographs and video footage are a useful way of sharing good practise and capturing
evidence. Knowsley City Learning Centres may want to take photographs and/or video to
be used in reports, case studies and publicity including publication on its website. As part
of the CLC booking procedure you will be asked to confirm that all students have
appropriate consent documentation in place. Permission is always sort from group
leaders prior to photographs being taken.
No group will be filmed/photographed without the prior approval of the group leader and
all participants will be asked for approval. In the case of minors it is particularly
important that the appropriate consent must be in place.
Knowsley City Learning Centres adhere to the Borough’s policy on CCTV recording.
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Knowsley City Learning Centres
Knowsley City Learning Centres have been established under the Excellence in Cities
initiative, to be Centres of excellence for the use of ICT in learning and teaching. They
work with a number of partners to develop as national centres of excellence for the use
of ICT, creative arts, media, sports and healthy living.
The CLCs are high technology centres with a range of facilities creating stimulating,
exciting, dynamic and challenging learning environments. They are an integral part of
Knowsley's ICT strategy which is at the heart of an innovative approach to raising
standards. The Centres:
•

exploit existing and test new and innovative ways of teaching and learning

•

develop alternative curriculum projects to improve attainment levels through the
use of technology

•

share facilities, develop resources and plan activities with partner schools through
the use of technology

•

promote community and lifelong learning opportunities for all

Many schools are already users of the wide range of facilities available through the CLCs
either by attending the centres or making use of the outreach facilities. The CLCs
support a number projects including Computers for Pupils and are actively engaged in the
delivery of CEOP eSafety awareness sessions. Further information about the CLCs and
the full range of facilities available can be found in the Resource Booklet copies of which
are available from any CLC or as a download from the website www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk.

For City Learning Centre locations and their Test Model Environment facilities please see
the following section in this handbook – Use of the TME’s or visit the Knowsley City
Learning Centres website http://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk
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Use of the TMEs
Floor plans, capacity and photos

To support educational transformation it is essential that the TMEs are used effectively to
support schools on their transition journey towards their new Centre for Learning. Staff
training will be accommodated within the CLCs making use of the TMEs when needed, as
well other teaching sessions for which the TMEs may bring additional value. It may,
therefore, be necessary to prioritise use and we would like to thank you in advance for
your understanding should this be necessary.
To book a TME, or any other facility available from the CLCs, please contact any member
of the CLC team who will be happy to advise.

-9-

Whiston & Prescot TME
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Kirkby TME
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Huyton TME
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ICT equipment available
There will be an extensive range of state of the art technologies available for use in the
TMEs including laptops, interactive whiteboard, tablet PCs and number of other hand-held
devices.
All devices can be connected to the local wireless network giving access to Knowsley
Learning Environment. CLC staff will be available to provide advice and support in the
operation of any technologies prior to and during the activities. To obtain the maximum
benefit from your visit it is advisable to make contact with CLC staff in advance to discuss
your requirements.

Charges
In line with current CLC operating policy – use of facilities is generally free of charge to
school colleagues in most instances. However, there is a charge for some services i.e.
consumables (CDs/DVDs etc), colour copying and printing and refreshments. Further
details are included on the CLC charging policy which is available from any CLC or at
www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk

How to Book
To book into a TME for a session the following steps have to be taken:
1. Before you call the CLCs to book the TME you can assist the CLC staff by having
the following information available when making your booking:
• Your name, school and contact number
• The name of the TME required and timeslot
• Details of the lessons planned for TME session, including a detailed lesson plan
describing the pedagogical approaches to be tested, use of ICT, different space
layouts to be used during your session
• Expected occupancy numbers
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2. Details about the parental consent for video and/or the taking of photographs of
young people whilst participating in activities inside a TME. All group leaders using
the TMEs will be asked to provide these. Agreements and consent forms will be
forwarded for completion by schools prior to any activity.
3. To book the TME you can contact any CLCs and provide the initial information
outline above. You will then be sent a booking form to fill in.
4. Return your booking form, including the lesson plan – preferably using the
template - and be ready to answer questions about the intended use of the
available technologies, space layout and pedagogy.
5. CLC staff will process your booking request after it has been checked against the
booking criteria and confirm that the requested TME is available at the time
indicated on the booking form.
6. You will receive confirmation of the booking from the CLC. By accepting your
booking you are agreeing to follow the TME rules as set out by this Handbook.
7. Please note that you will be asked to fill in the evaluation forms and provide other
relevant feedback.
As mentioned earlier, it may be necessary to prioritise bookings in line with the
requirements of the transformation agenda and Future Schooling in Knowsley
Programme. We thank you in advance for your understanding and co-operation should
this be necessary.
Please note that all bookings are subject to availability of space and facilities.

Times of use
TMEs are open weekdays Monday to Thursday 8.30 to 5.30 pm and Fridays 8.30 to
4.00 pm. Late opening until 8.00 pm varies from site to site – please contact any CLC
for further details. These are standard opening hours which can be extended by prior
agreement.
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Conditions of Use

1.

All users of the TMEs are requested to leave them clean and tidy at the end of
each session and furnishings should be returned to the original zones.

2.

Students must be supervised at all times.

3.

Food or drink is only allowed in the designated areas.

4.

Air Conditioning is provided in the TMEs. Should the temperature need adjusting
please ask at the CLC Help Point. Air conditioning should be turned off at the
end of the session.

5.

All TME users are asked to vacate rooms promptly at the time stated on booking
form.

6.

Users will be required to take part in an evaluation of the facilities – please build
time into the session to accommodate this.

7.

Teachers using the TMEs will be requested to share their experience, including
lesson plans, with other colleagues.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is a Test Modelling Environment?
Test Model Environments (TMEs) have been developed in each of Knowsley’s three City
Learning Centres to enable teachers to work in an environment that replicates the type of
learning spaces in the Centres for Learning.
The TMEs are a replica of the Home Base that Year 7 and 8 will occupy when the Centres
for Learning open and will provide teachers with the opportunity to try out new ways of
working in real time with hands on support. The TMEs are a test bed to trial and
evaluate a range of functions and facilities, evaluation of which will shape the way young
people learn. This will include the early implementation of Knowsley’s Learning
Environment (KLE).
Pupils will be able to test out the benefits of these flexible learning environments by
trying out new approaches to learning using different types of furniture, technologies and
space layouts.

How did they come about?
Test Model Environments came about as a result of consultation with schools, senior
management teams and teachers as a solution to preparing teachers and students for the
new learning spaces in the new Centres for Learning. TMEs have been created by
refurbishing the upper floors of the current City Learning Centres in Huyton, Kirkby and
Whiston.
Knowsley City Learning Centres are an integral part of Knowsley's ICT strategy which is
at the heart of an innovative approach to raising standards. The three CLCs – based in
Huyton, Kirkby and Whiston – have worked with a number of partners, including Becta,
to become centres of excellence for the use of ICT in teaching and learning. Many
teachers in Knowsley will already be familiar with the range of excellent facilities on offer
and feedback confirms that Knowsley CLCs are inspirational learning environments
supported by a knowledgeable and supportive team. The CLC mission statement is
“Changing the Way We Learn”. It was this in mind that they were chosen to be the base
for the TMEs.
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Where are they?
TMEs are located in each of your City Learning Centres in Huyton, Kirkby and Whiston.

Detailed maps are available at www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk

What is the capacity of the TMEs and what ICT equipment is available?
The TME space can be adapted to suit different learning techniques and activities.
Separate lessons can take place to the maximum occupancy levels providing the
activities are compatible and the session has been pre-planned. A range of state of the
art equipment is available including laptops, interactive whiteboard, tablet PCs and
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number of other hand-held devices. It is important that you discuss you session in
advance so that mobile equipment is ready when you arrive.

Will I have any support in using a TME?
Yes, the CLCs have staff to help support activities taking place within the TMEs and
other aspects of CLCs delivery. They will provide advice and guidance on the use of
technologies used during your activity.

Will there be any form of evaluation process?
Yes, to fully appraise the TME it is necessary to gain feedback from users to the
Knowsley Future Schools Programme. The evaluation process will help guide our future
decisions. The evaluation of all aspects within the TMEs is vital to ensuring we have the
right equipment, furniture and learning environment for our future needs.

What are the opening times?
The CLCs are open Monday to Thursday 8.30 to 5.30 pm and Fridays 8.30 to 4.00 pm.
Each CLC operates late night provision for community and adult education till 8.00 pm
on selected evenings. We can arrange to open outside these hours but there may be a
charge – check at any CLC for details.

Can anybody book a TME and is there a charge?
Yes, the TMEs can be used for any activity or subject but it may be necessary to
prioritise on occasions. CLCs have a policy which in general allows schools to use the
facilities free of charge for academic activities. However, there is a charge for some
services i.e. consumables (CDs/DVDs etc), colour copying and printing and
refreshments. Further details are included on the CLC charging policy which is available
from any CLC or at www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk

How can I book the TME?
Many schools are already familiar with the process of booking into a CLC. Just phone
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the CLC you would like to use and the Facilities Co-ordinator will take you through the
procedure. When you call the CLC staff will ask you the following:
•

Your name, school and contact number

•

Date and time required

•

Equipment required and any specialist requirements

•

Number in the group

You will then be sent a booking form which will need to be returned ASAP. Once the
CLC has your written request you will be sent confirmation through email or fax.

Can I take photos whilst using the TMEs?
Yes, for internal use providing the appropriate consent forms are in place. However,
photographs cannot be used in publications without prior permission of Knowsley
Council and Knowsley City Learning Centres.
Photographs and video footage are a useful way of capturing and sharing of good
practice. Knowsley City Learning Centres may want to take photographs and/or video
to be used in reports, case studies and publicity including publication on its website.
Permission and confirmation of consent is always sort from group leaders prior to
photographs being taken.
Knowsley City Learning Centres comply with KMBC’s CCTV policy.

What else is available from the CLCs?
Your CLCs have lot to offer – space, facilities, technologies, supported sessions and you
might want to take advantage of our Reach Out activities. Your school should have
received a copy of our resource booklet – if not, please call us and we will rush one out
to you. Alternatively, visit the website: www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk

Still have questions?
Please contact any member of the CLC team who will be pleased to advise or point you
in the right direction.
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